Funding
The electronic imaging of French's volumes was accomplished through special funding. In 1991 the Special Collections Division o f the LSU Libraries, received a grant of $285,000 from the Louisiana Education Quality Support Fund (LEQSF) to establish an electronic imaging laboratory, a local area network, and a disabled users adap tive computer center. Because the LEQSF funds only equipm ent purchases and not staff, the project was staffed principally by graduate as sistants funded from a variety of soft-money sources.
Importance of the project

French's Historical Collections o f Louisiana,
printed betw een 1846 and 1853, were chosen for the pilot project because of the information they contain, the relative rarity of the publica tion, and because the publication is in the public domain, no longer under copyright. French's volumes contain early travel logs of explorers to Louisiana and the Mississippi River in some of the first transcriptions from the French and S panish. C o-principal in vestigator for the project, Richard Condrey, has used the publi cation extensively in his work on the historical ecology of Louisiana.
The process
The scanning and optical character recognition (O C R) w as a c c o m p lis h e d u sin g X e ro x 's Kurzweil K5200 integrated system. 1. Each page was carefully turned and placed face dow n on the system's book-friendly scan ner 2. A TIF image file of the volume was cre ated at a rate of about 45 seconds per page 3. After a volume had been scanned, a veri fication file was developed, which "taught" the machine the correct identity of unclear charac ters (procedure took three to five hours) 4. With the OCR software a text file of the images was created 5. Text files w ere edited, using WordPerfect 5.1, in three steps: a. the text file was run through the spell check utility of WordPerfect, locating incorrect spellings. Because orthography in the original volume is not standard, not all of the "errors" detected by the spell-check program w ere ac tually scanning or OCR errors; each had to be cross-checked to the scanned image, a simple process o f toggling from the text to the image files on the workstation. Pick a system. Any system.
A t EBSCO we think one of the most important decisions you'll make for your library is that of choosing quality subscription service. Equally important is choosing the automated system that best fits your library's needs. W hen you choose EBSCO for subscription ser vice, we respect your library automation decision and provide an array of electronic services that complements your system's capabili ties. Our services are compatible with most major systems -so you can have superior subscription service and your system of choice, too. Call us today to learn more about our independence-oriented library automation services. 
New in 1993!
• "Brazen Overtures," GraceAnne DeCandido's editorials on library and literary issues • Lee Ratzan in "The Internet Cafe" • "Coda," a closing essay on titles of topical interest.
Plus... WLB continues with Jim Rettig's reviews of reference titles, Patty Campbell's reviews of books from the independent press, Norman Steven's wry approach to "Our Profession," and the other WLB columnists whose words you rely on.
For m ore information call Toll-Free 8 0 0 -3 6 7 -6 7 7 0 .
Outside of the U.S. and Canada, call 7 1 8 -5 8 8 -8 4 0 0 . Fax 7 1 8 -5 9 0 -1 6 1 7 .
b. the text file was read, to search for cor rectly spelled but incorrect words, italics were added as needed and French and Spanish words were verified, c. a draft was produced and cross-checked against the original text.
The product
The text is stored on erasable 1.0 gigabyte op tical cartridges. These were used throughout the editing process. When the final edited ver sion of the French volumes is completed, the master file will be stored on 940MB WORM (w rite-once-read-m any) optical cartridges. These master files will be utilized as "archival" backups and as technology changes the data on the cartridges can be transferred to the next generation of storage medium whatever that might be. The final product to be produced will be a CD-ROM containing parallel text and image files for all five volumes of the B. F. French. The CD-ROM will contain the navigational software necessary to operate the disk on standard CD-ROM drives. IBM BookManager BUILD utility will provide the necessary software capability for using the CD-ROM. Because the French volumes were never indexed, having a key w o rd o r fre e -te x t searchable text file will make the publication a much more usable research tool. Pages may be printed out from the edited ver sion or from the image version, or both. The CD-ROM edition will be available in De cember 1993 for ap proximately $40. Articles may include directions for reaching Russian and Eastern European sites by elec tronic mail, computer networks, databases, information technology, and the online indus try within this area.
Electronic Im aging Laboratory
Process costs
CD PLUS Technologies
Newsletters
Subscription requests for newsletters are gen erally sent to the individual responsible for its distribution.
• CAROLINA@CSEARN, a weekly newsletter re porting on current events in the Czech Re public is published by the students of jour nalism at Charles University in Prague. Articles are in Czech or English. A number of newsletters describe current events in die countries comprising the former Yugoslavia.
• 
Future applications
Future applications of this technology include the following:
• a database of 90,000 scanned images of the historical photographs in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley Collections searchable by patrons in the reading room on a WORM optical cartridge; access will be through hierar chical or key word modes. (The authority file for the index will be the Library of Congress Thesaurus for Graphic Materials.)
• bibliographical and textual analysis projects, such as enhancing the comparison of literary text both within editions and across editions
• compilations of historical statistical data, which will be available both in simple tabular form and in datafiles suitable for manipulation by standard spreadsheet and database software
• electronic publication of a number of jour nals in the public domain, such as the Fisheries Bulletin
• access to other publications in the public domain, including a very large body of "grey" literature on the Gulf of Mexico (literature pub lished in unrefereed publications)
• continue to serve as a Beta test site for new computer hardware and software devel oped by Key Systems Incorporated, a Baton Rouge company
Summary
The Electronic Imaging Laboratory has given the LSU Libraries an opportunity to make Spe cial Collections materials available to a wider audience and to develop projects that will pro vide more and easier to use research materials in the future. Documents relating the early his tory of Louisiana are also being preserved with electronic imaging. ■
